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New Orleans Economic Development Ambassadorship Program - Fall 2018 Session Schedule

Fall 2018 classes will run Tuesday evenings September 25th – October 30th from 5:30 – 8:00. The final session/graduation reception will be held Wednesday, November 7th. Dinner is included. 

Session 1: NOLABA, A New Model for Economic Development in New Orleans (Tuesday, September 25th) 
Speakers: Quentin L. Messer, Jr., President & CEO;  Ashleigh Gardere, Executive Vice President & COO
Location: NOLABA is moving offices at the end of September, so the first session will be hosted by our regional economic development partner GNO, Inc. at 1100 Poydras St #3475.

Session 2: Business Retention & Attraction, Emerging Industries: Creative Digital Media, Food, Music & BioInnovation (Tuesday, October 2nd) 
Speakers: Louis David, Vice President of Industry Attraction & Retention; Bill Sabo, Director, Food, Music and Software Tech; Sally Lindsay, Manager, Business Development and Strategy (VFA Fellow)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Location: TBA 

Session 3: Small Business Development + Repositioning the City’s Brand #WhyNOLA “The Ideal Intersection of Commerce & Culture” (Tuesday, October 9th) 
Speakers: Lynnette White-Colin, Director of Small Business Ecosystem Development; Wayne Encalarde, Jr., Small Business Ecosystem Development Specialist; Panel of small business owners; Morgan Stewart, Vice President of Marketing & Communications 
Location: TBA

Session 4: Strategic Neighborhood Development (Tuesday, October 16th)
Speaker: Asali DeVan Ecclesiastes, Director of Strategic Neighborhood Development
Location: TBA 

Session 5: How Policy Impacts Economic Development + Performance Management; Measuring our Impact (Tuesday, October 23rd)
Speakers: Nolan Marshall, Vice President External Affairs and Policy; Alejandra Guzman, Vice President of Performance Management and Strategy; Omar Stanton, Director Performance Management and Strategy
+ Industry Asset Tour Group Reporting Out
Location: TBA

Session 6: Workforce Development + Talent Attraction & Retention (Tuesday, October 30th) 
Moderator: Brandi Ebanks, Assistant Vice President of Talent Development 
Panelists: Monique Robinson, Director of Integrated Partnerships; Executive Director of 504ward; Tom Krumins, Manager, Business Development and Strategy (VFA Fellow), Angela Cryer, Director of Strategic Integrated Partnerships.
Location: TBA

Session 7: Graduation Reception (Wednesday, November 7th)
Location: New Orleans Jazz Market

Industry Asset/Enrichment Tours (Throughout program – participants should choose at least 1 to attend)
· TBD/TBA: Potentially airport tour and whatever events are timely!
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